
Welcome to Season #14 at Heartwood – our fullest schedule in years! As Artistic Director, I 

spend a lot of time reading, researching and selecting titles for each season. My aim is to 

entertain, edify, challenge and move you as audience members.  From where I sit, the best 

season is one that does the same for me and the many performers, artists and technicians who 

dedicate their talent and time across the year, to bring you great theater.   This season, 

experience the synergy of these three areas: Youth Programming, Mainstage Productions and 

Special Events.   

YOUTH PROGRAMMING 

Long term dedication to student education continues with: a high energy Broadway song and 

dance review entitled CENTERSTAGE '16; the tender story of four strong women in THESE 

SHINING LIVES the E.B. White classic CHARLOTTE’S WEB for our middle school actors, and our 

15th season of theater SUMMER CAMP.  We invest a good part of the year challenging young 

hearts and minds to reach for excellence.  Adult audiences frequently leave these shows 

marveling at “what those kids can do.”  I guarantee you won't regret a night out at the Poe 

Theater, supporting our students’ aspirations and hard work. 

MAINSTAGE PRODUCTIONS 

Our springtime offering is EURYDICE by Sarah Ruhl, with professional actors in principal roles. 

Modern and classical at the same time, this piece touches many emotions. Not in the least 

heavy handed, but rather evocative and sensuous, playwright Ruhl's thoughtful, philosophical 

writing is largely unparalleled by her contemporaries. 

It’s time, again, for a Heartwood summer musical, and we’re bringing it – INTO THE WOODS. If 

you know Heartwood, you know we love Sondheim!  This July production will focus on the 

brilliant lyrics and rhythms you might expect - with Sean Fleming at the keyboard and a cast of 

fourteen amazing performers, like the Eurydice cast, drawn from around the country.  

SPECIAL EVENTS 

December - we're warming up the Poe Theater with an old time Lux Radio Show version of 

Frank Capra's It's a Wonderful Life, entitled MERRY CHRISTMAS, GEORGE BAILEY. We produced 

this show at Skidompha Library in 2009, sold out and added more performances, and we're 

pleased to restage this classic with a new cast in a larger venue. Great for all ages – expect 

music, storytelling, and the good old feel of live radio. 

January - Actor/Writer Susan Stein will present her incredible memoir based piece, ETTY. This  

soulful, thoughtful one woman show, brings humanity and dignity to a character living through 

unbearable times.  Stein will be in residence at Lincoln Academy for a day, connecting with high 

school students, followed by two evening performances of this highly regarded piece. 

Finally, we are workshopping a new play: DOWN ALONG THE COVE. Eight 

to ten actors will work with me throughout the season on this vignette 

driven play, set in a fictional small town in Coastal Maine. We'll leave it at 

that for now, but stay tuned for more details.   

Live theater - there's nothing like it - and we make it for you! 

Griff 


